Agricultural Technical Cooperation

The latest APEC Agricultural Technical Cooperation Working Group meeting (ATCWG23) took
place on 19 August 2019 during the 2019 APEC Food Security Week in Puerto Varas, Chile. In this
meeting, the ATCWG endorsed its annual work plan and deliberated on the importance of agricultural
science, technology and innovation, and of the role of the ATCWG in promoting regional and global
food security.

Delegates also took stock of their activities. They discussed how to improve the quality and quantity
of their projects. During this meeting, the group also selected the group’s next lead shepherd, which
will come into effect from 1 January 2020.

The next annual ATCWG meeting will take place in August 2020 at Malaysia, during the 2020 APEC
Food Security Week.

ATCWG Strategic Plan (2015-2019): The strategic plan has the following objectives:

. To improve agricultural production and distribution through increased use of the new tools of science and
institutional innovations

. Strengthen human and institutional resource capacities in agriculture through education and training

. Improve environmental and natural resource management, infrastructure development related to food security
and safety

. Strengthen agricultural information systems including their analysis and utilization

. To improve preparedness for natural disasters and cross border diseases

Projects implemented during 2018-2019:

. Urbanization and Agricultural Modernization Development Conference in the Asia-Pacific Region (ATC 01

20178, China, self-funded)

. Workshop on Food Security — Climate-Resource Nexus (ATC 02 2017S, China, self-funded)

. Workshop on Pathway Exploration on Agricultural Sustainable Development (ATC 03 2017S, China, self-
funded)

. Workshop on Wildlife Rabies Management (ATC 04 2017S, Chinese Taipei, Self-funded)

. APEC Symposium on Agricultural Science Data Sharing and Service (ATC 05 2017S, China, self-funded)

. Workshop on Greater Cooperation on Scientific and Technological Innovation for Higher Added Value in Food
Production Chain (ATC 02 2018S, China, self-funded) (To be implemented)

. Workshop on Rice Landscapes and Climate Change (ATC 01 2017A, Japan) (To be implemented)

. Workshop on the Integrated Rural-Urban Development Strategy, Connecting Approaches and Policy Choices in
the APEC economies (ATC 01 2018S, China, self-funded) (To be implemented)

Activities for 2019-2020:

The ATCWG 2019 work plan will focus on

. Women’s empowerment and agricultural development

. Science and technology innovation and cooperation for sustainable and inclusive agricultural development

. Strengthening cooperation among APEC Economies on climate-smart agricultural technologies and practices
. The concluding phase of the multi-year project on food losses and waste reduction (MYP SCE 02 2013A).
Notable projects may include:

. Workshop and Training on Capacity Building on Management Technologies for climate smart rice cultivation in
the South-East Asian and Latin American Rice Sector (Japan)

. World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Veterinary Statutory Body Twinning: Improving Trade and Market
Access in Animals and Animal Products by Strengthening Veterinary Statutory Standards (Australia)

. Workshop on the Integrated Rural-Urban Development Strategy, Connecting Approaches and Policy Choices in
the APEC economies (China)
. Workshop on Greater Cooperation on Scientific and Technological Innovation for Higher Added Value in Food

Production Chain (China)
Source: https://www.apec.org/Groups/SOM-Steering-Committee-on-Economic-and-Technical-

Cooperation/Working-Groups/Agricultural-Technical-Cooperation.
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